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Special points of interest 

 Please check your shelves at home 
to see if you have “Why I Left the 
Amish” by Saloma Miller Furlong.    

 God’s object in providing Holy 
Spirit powered attributes is to trans-
form us into the image of Christ. 

 To be Christlike is to be gentle.  

 God has a unique plan for each of 
us.   

 Jeremiah preached for 30 years and 
did not have one convert but he kept 
doing what God asked him to do. 

 

A Thriving Faith through  

Listening to Jesus  
Scott Swartzendruber      

 

How can we stay strong, loving, kind, forgiving, and faithful to Christ in a 

society where we seldom witness these things being lived out?  The natural 

conclusion is, if we are immersed in a cultural that is very anti-Christ we 

will end wanting nothing to do with Christ in our personal life.  But in 

God’s Word we witness something miraculous.  We read about people who 

were in a wicked environment and yet they had a thriving faith in God.  

Take for example Noah.   The wickedness was so bad in the society in 

which he lived that God decided to bring judgement after giving many calls 

of repentance for over 120 years.  In spite of a very faithless culture in 

which Noah lived he still kept a strong and growing faith in God.   

 

Daniel could be mentioned as another person who in spite of an environ-

ment that was very much anti God, he still maintained an active and grow-

ing faith.   The assumption is that it is impossible to thrive in our faith when 

we are surrounded by evil and bad soil.  In Mark 4: 1-9, we read what I like 

to call the miracle of the good soil.  Jesus describes all the not so good soil 

and the difficult environment in which to grow seed, and yet the miracle is 

that in the midst of a rough seed environment, some of the seed that is sown 

was still able to produce an amazing crop.    

 

The point is, through the wonderful grace and power of Jesus even when 

living in a tough environment with so much evil around us we as Christians 

can still thrive beyond what anyone could have imagined.  Is your world 

filled with anti-Christian obstacles and people who model everything but the 

loving kindness of Jesus?  In this kind of environment we are tempted to 

believe that a thriving faith in Jesus in next to impossible.  However, this is 

when we need to take seriously the miracle of the good soil.  As long as our 

hearts are open to listen and receive the words of Jesus we can thrive no 

matter how bad the soil is around us.  Also, in a surprising way this becomes 

a witness to Christ’s saving power to those who are still living in darkness.   

They too cannot believe that in the midst of bad soil there can be such tre-

mendous loving kindness being lived out in the lives of Christ’s followers.   

May we be the kind of people that others look at and are amazed that we can 

be filled with the love of Jesus in places that are not so loving and kind.    
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The Forgotten Fruit  
Josh Lundberg  

But even if you should suffer for righteousness' sake, 
you will be blessed. Have no fear of them, nor be 
troubled, but in your hearts honor Christ the Lord as 
holy, always being prepared to make a defense to an-
yone who asks you for a reason for the hope that is in 
you; yet do it with gentleness and respect. having a 
good conscience, so that, when you are slandered, 
those who revile your good behavior in Christ may be 
put to shame. I Peter 3:14-16 

Peter addresses this letter to scattered “aliens” or liter-
ally “the sojourners of the dispersion.” These were 
predominantly Gentiles believers enduring suffering 
and persecution as a result of faithful living in a pagan 
and hostile society. Persecution took its form in riots, 
local police action, slander, hate, and social ostracism. 
 
In spite of such hardships, Peter reminds them of the 
blessing in following Christ. He urges the believers to 
reject fear and instead rejoice in their situation, calling 
for them to display and honor Christ no matter what. 
This includes taking every opportunity to proclaim the 
gospel along with the hope it infuses as a child of 
God; however, Peter emphasizes that such a declara-
tion is always to be done with gentleness and respect. 
  
Gentleness? Really?  
 
Yes, really. Peter tells these innocent, tyrannized be-
lievers to respond to their persecutors with gentleness 
and respect. 
 
Gentleness is often the forgotten fruit of the Spirit. 
Many of us can rattle off the first few characteristics 
quickly - love, joy, peace, patience. Kindness, the 
next one, is something we are perpetually reminded of 
from childhood upward. Next is goodness, a naturally 
associated characteristic of Christians, as is self-
control, the last attribute in the list. But gentleness is 
often glossed over if not forgotten entirely. 
 
God’s object in providing Holy Spirit powered attrib-
utes is to transform us into the image of Christ, and 
Jesus Christ is described as gentle in both the Old and 
New Testaments. Isaiah foretells of a messiah who 
would neither break a “bruised reed” nor snuff out a 
"smoldering wick” (42:3). Later, Zechariah prophe-
sies of a messianic king coming in humility and gen-
tleness (9:9). This was fulfilled by Christ in Matthew 
21:5, “See, your king comes to you, gentle and riding 
on a donkey.” 
 

In the New Testament, Jesus affirms His own gentle-
ness when he entreats Christians to learn from Him by 
taking His yoke upon themselves “for I am gentle and 
humble in heart” (Matt. 11:29). The apostles were 
faithful to remind the early church of this often: "By 
the meekness and gentleness of Christ, I appeal to 
you" (2 Cor. 10:1).  
 
In the Bible, the attribute of gentleness is applied to 
all three persons of the trinity. In Isaiah, 40:11, God is 
portrayed as a gentle Shepherd tenderly caring for the 
flock under his care; and it was in a “gentle whisper” 
rather than the wind or an earthquake or fire that the 
Lord came to Elijah on Mt. Horeb (1 Kings 19:11-13). 
 
It’s no wonder that Paul emphasizes gentleness in his 
writings. In Ephesians, he urges the church to  “walk 
in a manner worthy of the calling to which you have 
been called, with all gentleness” (4:1–2). In Colos-
sians 3:12, Paul expands that idea, instructing believ-
ers to “clothe [themselves] with compassion, kind-
ness, humility, gentleness and patience.”  
 
Even in his correction, Paul displays gentleness, com-
ing to the Corinthian church not "with a whip [but] in 
love and with a gentle spirit" (1 Cor 4:21). This exem-
plifies the instruction he gives Timothy to be “not 
violent but gentle” toward those under his care (1 
Tim. 3:3). Similarly, Paul instructs the church in Ga-
latia to gently restore believers ensnared by sin (Gal 
6:1). 
 
When we exam-
ine all the evi-
dence and exhor-
tation from 
God’s Word, it is 
clear that our 
gentleness to-
ward others 
should stand out. 
Author and editor Dane Ortlund wrote, “Gentleness is 
not summoned from time to time; it is what we are.”  
 

When we talk about gentleness in the Christian life, 
we’re talking about embodying Jesus. To be Christ-
like is to be gentle. That means gentleness should 
clothe our words, our attitudes and our actions. 

(Cont. on page 3) 
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http://www.biblestudytools.com/zechariah/9-9.html


Every month the library staff meets to process new 
books, send notices for overdue books, and generally 
keep the library looking good and ready for you to find 
your next good read! We are finding that some books 
are missing from the library, but no card is left in the 
file. Be sure you write your name on the card and leave 
it in the basket on the table!  

Please check your shelves at home to see if you have 
“Why I Left the Amish” by Saloma Miller Furlong.  It 
is missing, but has not been checked out. Thank you 
for keeping our library a good  place for everyone! 

The Forgotten Fruit, Cont. from page 2) 

The eminently humble Christian is as it 
were clothed with lowliness, mildness, 
meekness, gentleness of spirit and be-
havior, and with a soft, sweet, conde-
scending, winning air and deportment; 
these things are just like garments to 
him; he is clothed all over with them. 
(Jonathan Edwards) 

This means we are gentle on the web, at the workplace, 
at church and at home. It means that strangers, co-
workers, neighbors, our faith community, an erring be-
liever, our family, and our spouses should all know us as 
gentle. “Let your gentleness be known to all men. The 
Lord is at hand” (Phil. 4:5). 
 
So how do we do this? What does gentleness look like in 
day-to-day living? How does it reveal itself?  
 
It comes out in a meek spirit that absorbs sin, refusing to 
react in the flesh, and instead responds with the Spirit. 
Gentleness absorbs words of pride and slander and anger 
along with brash insults and harsh tones. Gentleness ab-
sorbs tension, hate, and violence. Gentleness absorbs 
selfishness and wrongs, hateful words and false accusa-
tions. Gentleness absorbs all the hate and evil. 
 
In its place, gentleness responds with softness and kind-
ness. It responds with love and patience and humility. It 
responds with forgiveness instead of vengeance. Gentle-
ness refuses to be an enemy and stands as a friend. But 
this is not done at the cost of truth.  

 
A gentle spirit refuses to allow another’s actions to de-
termine their own. Thus a gentle person still speaks the 
truth, even when it’s painful; however, he does so guard-
ing his words and tone so it can be well received. In 
scripture, gentleness is continually linked with patience, 
love, humility, and kindness, so it is with a strong hand 
and a soft touch that tenderly and compassionately ap-
proaches others' weaknesses and limitations.  
 
And it is this that Peter asks of the scattered believers 
who were being beaten and abused: to rejoice in their 
suffering and display Christ in a spirit of gentleness. 
Would that be the testimony of your life? Have you cul-
tivated a spirit of gentleness that absorbs wrongs and 
hurts, and instead responds with patient kindness? Are 
we displaying God’s beautiful character in how we treat 
and respond to others? 
Martin Luther wrote, “God has promised great mercy to 
those who seek peace and endure guile when he says: 
‘Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth.’ 
War does not gain much, but loses much and risks every-
thing. Gentleness, however, loses nothing, risks little, 
and gains everything.” 

 

May we be men and 

women who are truly 

gentle. 
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Library Notes 
Shirley Hochstedler, Librarian 



In Pursuit 
Dawn Wyse 
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“Only let each person lead the life that the Lord has 

assigned to him and to which God has called him.” I 

Corinthians 7:17a. I came across this verse this morning 

as I was preparing to write.  It is something I want you 

to keep in mind as you read this article.  God has a 

unique plan for each of us.  That is why it is absolutely 

necessary for each of us to work at listening for God’s 

guidance in our lives.  Only God knows His plan for 

your life. 

 

It started three or four weeks ago.  I had felt compelled 

to read through various books in the New Testament.  I 

wanted to get an energy boost that I often get from the 

hope that radiates from the early Christians.  It is so 

contagious and I wanted it, but God had other plans.  I 

try to make a practice of asking the Holy Spirit to re-

veal the scripture to me before I start reading.  It is a 

reminder to me that I want God to show me the mean-

ing of God’s Words, not my human mind.  Well, God 

made it clear to me that He wanted my attention. 

 

It started with verses like 1 Timothy 4:14 that said “Do 

not neglect your gift” and I Corinthians 14:1 “earnestly 

desire the spiritual gifts” and 1 Peter 4:10 “As each has 

received a gift, use it to serve one another”.  Every time 

I came across a verse like this I would sense God telling 

me to listen more closely.  Next God started bringing 

this to my mind as I was praying.  But I couldn’t figure 

out what He was trying to tell me.  I asked God what 

He was trying to explain to me.  He started to convict 

me that there was a gift that He had given me that I 

wasn’t using and He wanted me to use it.  However, I 

didn’t know what He was talking about and it frustrated 

me. 

 

Next thing I know I get a text from my daughter asking 

me what gifts God has given to her and her brothers?  

Then I am thinking about how God won’t let the subject 

of His gifts to travel too far from my mind.  How am I 

going to answer that question when I cannot figure out 

what gift God is telling me that I am neglecting?  So I 

took a little time and then attempted to answer her ques-

tion.  Then I asked her what gifts she thought God had 

placed in my life.  It was worth a shot.  I wasn’t getting 

anywhere on my own. She gave me some thoughts, but 

I still wasn’t getting a clear idea of what God was say-

ing. 

Throughout all of this I had been discussing this con-

viction I was sensing with Curt and asking for his input.  

Though I continued my study of the Bible and of other 

Christian resources, requested counsel from fellow 

Christians and prayed continually, the waters remained 

muddy.  The only thing that remained crystal clear was 

that God had given me a gift and I was not using it.  

That truth kept coming to me to that point that I was 

feeling weighed down by it.  I wanted to be faithful but 

I was at a loss to know what to do. 

 

In Exodus 33 Moses set up a tent of meeting.  It is 

where people would go to meet God and pray.  After 

Moses set this tent up, he went into it and prayed.  

Three things strike me about this prayer.  First, Moses 

wanted God’s presence to be with him and the Israel-

ites.  Second, Moses asked God to teach His ways.  

Third, Moses asked to see God’s glory.  It seems to me 

that the second two cannot happen without the first. 

God’s presence is absolutely necessary if we want to be 

taught His ways.  Plus, how would it be possible to see 

God’s glory if He wasn’t there?  Exodus 33 tells us that 

God promised to do these things.  Psalm 103:7 con-

firms that God made known His acts to Moses and the 

Israelites.  This is encouraging.  God is faithful.  

 

So after a couple of weeks of prayer and searching I 

saw that Upper Deer 

Creek was having a 

conference on hearing 

the voice of God.  As 

soon as I saw it, God 

nudged my heart and 

told me that He wanted 

me there.  I found out 

about this conference only two days before it started.  It 

took some juggling but I made it to most of the confer-

ence. 

 

(Cont. on page 5)  



 

(In Pursuit, cont. from page 4) 

 

The conference reminded me that the sheep know the 

Shepherd’s voice (John 10).  God intends for us to 

know what He is saying to us. He also gives us ways 

(scripture, prayer, peace of God, wise counsel, cir-

cumstances, dreams, visions, timing, fleece/lots, etc.) 

to confirm that it is His voice so we are not led 

astray.  If we don’t hear God’s voice in our lives we 

need to seriously question whether or not we are His.  

He doesn’t say that the sheep might know His voice.  

The sheep will know His 

voice. When God speaks it 

is for our good and for the 

good of His kingdom. 

 

While I was at the confer-

ence, God blessed me with 

some techniques to prac-

tice so I can hear His voice 

more clearly and more often.  I thank Him so much 

for that. It is life changing.  It will make a huge dif-

ference in my relationship with Him and with how I 

relate to others in my Christian walk, if I intentional-

ly apply them. The other blessing I received at this 

conference is that God opened my eyes to what gift 

He wants me to quit neglecting and, as a bonus, He 

gave me a glimpse of why this gift will be important. 

It was a moment of awe from which I am still 

amazed.  God is so  . . . beyond words.  God wants to 

use me for His glory.  It is humbling.  

 

But this isn’t only about me and my gift.  Each of us 

are given gifts from God that we are to develop and 

grow for building up God’s people. (1 Corinthians 

14:26)  In Matthew 25:14-30 Jesus tells the parable 

of the talents. The point of the parable of the talents 

isn’t the number of talents they are given.  The point 

is to apply yourself to what God gives to you and He 

will cause the increase (1 Corinthians 3:6).  If we  

 

 

 

don’t use the gift we are, as 1 Thessalonians 5:19 

says, “quenching the Spirit”.  Believe me, that is not 

a good place to be.  It is a weight to be convicted by 

God that you aren’t making use of something He has 

given you. 

 

You see, “To each is given the manifestation of the 

Spirit for the common good.” 1 Corinthians 12:7.  

When we don’t implement the gift we have from the 

Spirit we are hurting the body of Christ.  We each 

have a one of a kind place in the body of Christ that 

is assigned by God. (Romans 12:3-8).   

 

So I go back to where I started.  We each need to 

lead the life God has assigned and called us to live.   

(I Corinthians 7:17a)  No one else can do what you 

are called to do.  Also, the only way you can know 

what you are specifically called to do is to learn how 

to hear God’s voice, to deepen your relationship with 

Christ. He wants us to hear His voice. We just need 

to decide we want to hear His voice and ask Him to 

teach us His ways. He is faithful.  Just look at Moses 

and the Israelites. 

 

God is leading me into a both terrifying and exciting 

season in my life as He is teaching me how to hone 

the gift He has placed in me.  He is also teaching me 

I can trust Him.  I wouldn’t trade this for anything.  I 

pray that I will use this gift to build up the church 

and to glorify God.  I also pray for you.  May you 

hear God clearly and may you see the gifts God has 

purposely placed in your life.  I pray for a willing 

heart to allow God to teach you His ways in using 

these gifts.  I hope you will pray the same for me. 

May we all lead the lives to which God has called us.  

As always, in pursuit……. 
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WHAT’S HAPPENING!!! 
Ed V & Carol Miller 
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We hear of a 
few KMC’ers 
starting to find 
morel mush-
rooms.  We 
think Dwight 
Bender has 
found the earli-
est ones.  So 
happy hunting, 
but beware of ticks.  Now for the news. 
 
Lloyd & Joyce Bender drove out to Colorado the 
middle of April to attend a wedding.  The wedding 
was in Winter Park, which is up in the mountains.  
To get there they needed to drive over Berthoud 
Pass (elevation 11,315 feet) however this was dur-
ing a snowstorm.  When it finally stopped snowing 
it had dumped about 3 feet of snow on “Winter 
Park”!  Yikes! 
 
Well it was certainly good to hear from three of our 
KMC’ers that have spent time with “Souled Out.”  
Kerri Hostetler, Jacob Lehman, and Larissa Wyse 
all shared with the congregation about their recent 
experiences.  It’s good to see what God can do 
when we are willing to serve. 
 

Seventy years ago, Emil 
Ropp took a boat ride to 
Poland to help deliver live-
stock to war torn Europe.  
He was a “Seagoing Cow-
boy” and helped tend 650 
horses on a trip from New-
port News, Virginia to 
Gdansk, Poland.  He did 
this after a two year term in 
the Civilian Peace Service, 
which had him working in 

Montana and California.  If you are interested in 
hearing more about the “Seagoing Cowboys”, come 

to the Mennonite Historical Society Program here at 
KMC on May 3rd, see ya there! 
 
Bailey 
Schrock 
was one of 
four work-
ers that 
went from 
“The 
Crowded 
Closet” to 
the Bi- National MCC Thrift Shop Conference.  
The meeting was held in Niagara Falls, Ontario and 
their hotel overlooked the falls.  There are 108 
MCC Thrift Shops in the US and Canada.  The 
meeting lasted 3 days and was very valuable in get-
ting ideas on how to improve their shop.  Keep up 
the good work at the Closet.  
 
Haley Bontrager teaches kindergarten at Williams-
burg.  Her class of 23 children has over 2 dozen fer-
tilized chicken eggs that are ready to hatch any day 
now.  It will certainly be a great teaching moment! 

 

Well that’s it for now.  Enjoy the month of May 
with all the graduations, gardening and other out-
side activities. 



The Crowded Closet Association met on March 21, 

2016 at Kalona Mennonite Church. There were 32 in 

attendance with only two churches not represented. 

Roger Farmer called the meeting to order and Josh 

Lundberg gave the devotional about Jeremiah. The 

Bible tells us that God knew He needed a prophet to 

preach to His peo-

ple before he was 

born and he 

planned for Jeremi-

ah to be that proph-

et. We are born to 

do good works. 

God chose me and 

you. He knew be-

fore we were born 

that we would be 

part of the Crowded 

Closet. Are we 

willing to obey 

what God has for us 

to do? Jeremiah preached for 30 years and did not 

have one convert but he kept doing what God asked 

him to do. 

 

MCC representative from Newton, Kansas shared sev-

eral things with us. MCC thrift shops across the USA 

and Canada have given over $2 million to the work of 

MCC. They work in 57 countries,  with 466 partner-

ships and have 714 projects going.  

 

Bailey Schrock gave a 

report as the processing 

manager; there was only 

one day that the donation 

corner was down to the 

floor. She is in charge of 

in the door out to the 

floor. Betsy Slabaugh is 

in charge of the retail 

floor and out the front door. Christine Beachy is the 

volunteer coordinator, the one who gets us to fill 

where needed in the back or on the retail floor. Neera 

is from Nepal and is here with the MCC IVEP pro-

gram learning about the thrift shop business. She will 

be here until July 14. It has gone well to have her here 

so are expecting 

another IVE-

P’er from India 

later summer if 

everything 

works out. We 

still need a part 

time furniture 

assistant, espe-

cially this sum-

mer and fall. Christine works with local agencies who 

furnish some volunteers.  

 

Two of the board members terms are going to expire 

but Roger Farmer and Bob of West Branch – Method-

ist rep, agreed 

to serve another 

term. We also 

voted on accept-

ing the new by-

laws to make 

some clarifica-

tions on job ti-

tles.  

Total income this year was $806,432.00. Expenses 

were $313,256.00. Contributions sent to MCC were 

$540,963.00. If you would like to see a more detailed 

income statement, contact Elsie Mast and she will see 

that you get one. Aline Schipper and Mary Fern 

Chupp served delicious bars to those attending. 
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Crowded Closet Report 
Elsie Mast, CC Representative 



Congratulations! 
These people have reached a milestone, 50 or more years of  marriage, 

or 80 or more years of life 
 

Don’t forget to send a card! The addresses are in your church directory. 
 

Birthday:  
Anna Mae Graber      May 1  
Dorothy Showalter    May 15 
Joe Hershberger         May 16 
Nedra Schrock           May 21 
Irene Brenneman       May 30 
 
Anniversary:   
Herb and Dorothy Hartzler     72 years!!! 
 
Herb & Dorothy’s new address:  
2423 Walden Road, Apt. 108, Iowa City, IA  52246 

Kalona Mennonite Church  

902 6th St. 

P.O. Box 819 

Kalona, IA  52247 

319-656-2736 

Editor: Shirley Hochstedler 

Design & Layout: Janice 

Hostetler 

Articles for the Mustard Seed 

may be submitted to Shirley 

Hochstedler or placed in 

Shirley’s church mailbox.  

These Hands 
 

Every month, about 25 women join together at KMC to do what they can to help others around the world. These 
hands quilt, cut, sew, tear, knot, roll, embroider, fold, pack and do whatever needs to be done. Comforters are 
knotted and sent around the world to keep refugees warm. Quilts are made and sold to for MCC Relief Sale and 
Pleasantview Sale. Boxtops are cut to send to a Navajo School in Arizona. Bandages are rolled and sent to third 
world countries to dress their wounds. And these faithful hands are willing hands to do the work each month.  
This is not the whole story. These women share in a time of devotions and enjoy a meal together.  Can your 
hands join us this month?  


